Barry owned a T-shirt that read, “Save the Earth.
Venus is too damn hot!”

Celebrating the Life of

If you would like to support a cause that Barry loved,
please consider donating to the environmental protection organization the Sierra Club at:
sierraclub.org/giving/commemorative-gifts
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Barry Wolfe, Ph.D.
Barry Barlow Wolfe was born in Denver, Colorado on June 16, 1945, and passed
away suddenly of a heart attack on October 26, 2019 at age 74. Barry grew up in Denver and
Redondo Beach, California, with his parents Russell and Doris Wolfe and brother Russ. Barry
was an undergraduate chemistry major at the University of California Los Angeles, received
a master's degree in chemistry at California State University Northridge, and a PhD in chemistry from University of California Santa Barbara. A neurophysiology graduate course sparked
his interest in neuroscience and he pursued postdoctoral research in the laboratory of Perry
Molinoff at the University of Colorado. He joined the University of Pennsylvania Department
of Pharmacology in 1981 and soon after was promoted to tenured associate professor. In 1989,
Barry joined Georgetown University as a Professor in the Department of Pharmacology.
Barry's career spanned research on adrenergic, cholinergic, glutamatergic, nicotinic,
and metabotropic neurotransmitter receptor subtypes and functions, producing many impactful discoveries and publications. Barry directed the Georgetown University Graduate Program
in Pharmacology, and he co-founded and directed Georgetown's Interdisciplinary Program in
Neuroscience. He also founded and directed Georgetown's Masters Program in Pharmacology
and served as Vice Chair of the Department of Pharmacology and Physiology. As a beloved
teacher and mentor to hundreds of students, Professor Wolfe received a wealth of awards for
his teaching accomplishments.

Barry pursued multiple hobbies avidly. He built telescopes, participated in the
Northern Virginia Astronomy Club, and traveled to eclipses and star parties throughout the US
and in Australia and Chile. His backyard garden was thick with tomatoes and herbs. In 2012
he enrolled in pottery classes at Glen Echo Park, where his scientific approach to the chemistry of glazes generated beautiful and increasingly complex lidded bowls, mugs, and handled
serving dishes, along with friendships with his fellow potters. These pieces were always in
demand by his friends and colleagues. Barry enjoyed sailing and snorkeling in the Caribbean
with Jarda and Barbara Wroblewski and other colleagues from the department. These along
with the pristine coral reefs of Kauai and Indonesia were tremendous life experiences. He
passed away in Jakarta on his way to another exciting underwater photography adventure.
Barry's wife Jacqueline Crawley, son Andrew Wolfe, daughter-in-law Melinda
Diver, granddaughter Ilana Wolfe, sister-in-law Nancy Wolfe, niece Julie and her husband
Brian Murray, grandniece Victoria Murray, and his colleagues in the Department of Pharmacology and Physiology are grateful to all of you for being with us today to celebrate Barry's
life. Barry inspired passion for scientific exploration not only in his students, but also in his
wife, son, and daughter-in-law, all of whom are research scientists. His eight month old granddaughter is already engaged in discovering the world’s patterns.

Remembrances
Ken Kellar

Barry’s friend and colleague

Jacki Crawley-Wolfe

Barry’s wife

Andy, Melinda, and Ilana Wolfe Barry’s son, daughter-in-law,
and granddaughter
Patrick Forcelli

Barry’s friend and colleague

Bob Yasuda

Barry’s friend and colleague

Julie Murray

Barry’s niece

Jean Wrathall

Barry’s friend and colleague

Carrie Bowman Dalley

Barry’s last graduate student

Jonathan Bein

Barry’s friend and astronomer

Tom Sherman

Barry’s friend and colleague

Sarra Djemil

Barry’s friend and a postdoc

Marsha Slater

Barry’s friend and potter

Ghazaul Dezfuli

Barry’s friend and colleague

Lana Skirboll

Barry’s friend and colleague
Reception to follow.

